
Vote for your favourite fiction book out of those shortlisted for the 
Western Australian Premier’s Book Awards in the People’s Choice Award 
sponsored by The West Australian. 
Everyone who votes will go into a draw to win an invitation for two to attend 
the Western Australian Premier’s Book Awards presentation ceremony and
a copy of the winning book from all of the 2013 Premier’s
Book Awards categories signed by the author.

To vote for your favourite book and for your chance 
to win visit thewest.com.au/bookawards
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The Misogyny Factor is a small
book of 163 pages and the first
thing to report is it’s not a

tired old description of the battle
between the sexes. 

Point two: it is not about splitting
hairs on what constitutes sexism,
discrimination and/or misogyny.
Let’s leave it simply, as Summers
writes, as: “The entrenched,
institutionalised resistance to
women’s equality.” 

It is about a set of attitudes and
behaviours that means Australian
women today are deprived of the
many benefits of equality. This is a
human rights issue. 

It was a human rights issue 40
years ago when the Whitlam
government started to address the
glaring disparity across economic,
political and social arenas. It was a
human rights issue when the
Hawke/Keating era supported the
Women’s Movement to move it
further along the path of equality. 

But in 1996 Australia got John
Howard and with him came a
decisive, bitter and costly backlash. 

So where do Australian women
stand today?

Anne Summers, journalist,
author, political adviser, editor and
Officer of the Order of Australia,
explains that female Australians
miss out to the tune of more than 
$1 million in their working lifetime
simply by being born female. That
is one whacking great disadvantage.
And, by the way, the worst financial
disparity takes place in WA.

When Summers further supplies
statistics for domestic violence and
rape, the savagery of misogyny
begins to show its true colours.

Summers also makes the point
that, whatever represents a
women’s movement today, it needs
men to support it. It needs
right-minded decency from
Australian men to understand the
wrongness of the blatant bias
against women. And perhaps this is
more than doing the right thing on
their part, says the author. This
would be a prudential move because
the misogynistic rules in play today
also hurt men. In this way
misogyny is genderless.

Summers’ razor-sharp clarity

when pulling pertinent facts from
the areas of economics, politics and
the overall control of female
fertility (mostly political) to present
her case, is comprehensively
convincing. And she’s well placed to
comment on the effect of policy
having worked inside government.

One big political case in point
was Peter Costello’s offer of a $3000
baby bonus at a time of no paid
maternity leave. Remember his
famous line, encouraging women to
have three children? “One for the
husband, one for the wife and one
for the country.”

Only two years before his boss,
Mr Howard, told one journalist:
“The proposition that we should
have some kind of paid maternity
leave is a proposition that ought to
be examined, providing the
interests of small business are
properly protected, because I don’t
believe that governments should
mandate something like that at the
expense of small business.” 

Howard says this as if ‘women’
and ‘small business’ were mutually
exclusive; it was for him a case of
support one or the other. Was it
impossible therefore, that women
actually ran small businesses?

Here’s the stupidity of having
what Summers calls the misogyny
factor in operation: Australia is
economically disadvantaged: the
country is financially hurt by
keeping women at home or in
part-time employment and/or in
low-paid jobs. 

The author writes: “(Future) kids
(will) be amazed to hear that a
society that was supposed to be
managed by economic rationalists
had been unable to figure out that
enabling women to get into the
full-time workforce in the same
proportions as men would increase
the gross domestic product by 13
per cent.” 

News reports illustrating savage
disrespect to women in the armed
forces, in politics (yes, former
prime minister Julia Gillard has
suffered outrageous public
denigration from the time her
father apparently died of shame to
Howard Sattler’s recent question on
whether her partner was gay) and
elsewhere in everyday life, should
ring alarm bells, says Summers.

Every woman should get a copy of
this book. Every man who would
like to see Australia advance fair
play across the board should do the
same.

Writer, poet and academic
Rose Lucas is sitting in her
Melbourne study

surrounded by piles of books. “I
wanted these books all around me to
remind me of the wonderful richness
you get with this short list,” she
says. “It’s an amazing depth of
range.”

It’s not just any short list. Dr
Lucas and her fellow 14 judges —
including Brigit Lowry, Delys Bird,
Wendy Were and Brian Dibble —
recently finished months of
deliberation over which books
should be included in the 2012 WA
Premier’s Book Awards short list,
announced today by Culture and
Arts Minister John Day.

Dr Lucas is right: the shortlist
shows both richness and depth.
There’s West Weekend columnist
Robert Drewe’s follow-up to The
Shark Net, Montebello. There’s this
year’s Miles Franklin winner,
Michelle de Kretser’s Questions of
Travel. 

There are scripts — The
Fremantle Candidate by Ingle
Knight and Medea by Kate Mulvany
and Anne-Louise Sarks. There’s
Andrew Gaynor’s extraordinary
illustrated biography of WA artist
Guy Grey-Smith, Life Force. And
much more besides. “This is a very
strong shortlist and we should feel
really proud and inspired by what’s
going on in Australian literature,”
Dr Lucas says. “If we have any
concerns about losing the primacy of
the book in culture, we would have
to feel very reassured by what’s been
coming through.”

Of special interest this year is the
Fiction short list, from which
readers can also vote for their
favourite novel in the People’s
Choice Award, presented by The
West Australian.

“Where haven’t we travelled
reading these books,” asks Dr. Lucas.

“Drusilla Modjeska’s The
Mountain looks at the relationship
between Australia and Papua New
Guinea in the 1960s. Mateship with
Birds by Carrie Tiffany is set on a
dairy farm in the 1950s. Michelle de
Kretser’s Questions of Travel is an
epic saga of travel, moving to and fro
across time and space. The
Conversation and The Voyage are
about what happens when you
change place — is it an enabling and
vital change or just a fantasy? These
are recurrent themes.”

Themes that do indeed recur in
the Non-Fiction short list. “Paul

Looking at the Children’s
Literature and Young Adult Fiction
short lists, Dr Lucas identifies
numerous strong contenders. “To be
honest The Australian Backyard
Naturalist by Peter Macinnis would
be a great book for any of us to
read,” she says. “What do we find in
our gardens? It’s clear and concise
and not bogged down by detail and
yet is so informative.”

She also “particularly loved”
Margaret Wild and Vivienne
Goodman’s Tanglewood, while in the
YA shortlist Margo Lanagan’s Sea
Hearts and Jaclyn Moriarty’s A
Corner of White clearly impressed

her. “Sea Hearts is a kind of fantasy
story but without the cliches,” Dr
Lucas says. “Jaclyn has a new take
on the Lion, the Witch and the
Wardrobe-type novel — those cracks
in the ordinary and how you fall
through them.”

The winners of all categories and
the recipient of the overall Premier’s
Prize will be announced on
September 16.

For the full shortlist visit
slwa.wa.gov.au/about_
us/premiers_book_awards.

Crimson Crop (UWA Publishing) is
wonderful,” she says. “And Aiden
Coleman’s Asymmetry — it’s direct
and engaging and shocking.”

The Scripts short list sees the likes
of The Fremantle Candidate by Ingle
Knight and Kate Mulvany and
Anne-Louise Sarks’ Medea vying for
the top prize. 

“Fearless by Mirra Todd is a
wonderful script too,” Dr Lucas says.
“It’s the culmination of her working
with homeless and otherwise
marginalised people. It’s great, it’s
gutsy and takes us folk used to
comfortable living right into another
space. It’s a really important piece.” 

know much about Grey-Smith, and
the text does make the point that he
fell off the cultural radar. It’s great to
have such a serious and sustained
study of him.”

Dr Lucas says this year’s WA
History short list is very strong.
“Some really excellent stuff, from a
history of Fremantle’s west end,
Monty Hale’s Kurlumarniny: We
come from the Desert and Brenda
Niall’s biography of the Durack
sisters to Shipwrecks of Australia’s
West Coast by Michael McCarthy.”

As a poet herself, Dr Lucas
couldn’t help but be impressed by
the poetry shortlist. “Peter Rose’s

Ham looks at Sandakan and the
death marches,” Dr. Lucas says,
‘while Robert Drewe’s Montebello is
in part history but has this
wonderfully novelistic flow that
draws you back to another time
when Drewe was growing up in WA.
Then there is Exile: The Lives and
Hopes of Werner Pelz, Roger
Averill’s biography of a German Jew.
They’re all so different.”

One of the most attractive
contenders for the WA History Prize
is Andrew Gaynor’s Guy
Grey-Smith: Life Force. “I’ve just
been losing myself in that book,”
admits Dr Lucas. “I really didn’t

List confirms
writing vigour 
There is richness and depth in the final selections for the
2012 WA Premier’s Book Awards, writes William Yeoman

NOVELISTIC FLOW Robert Drewe’s Montebello is on the Non Fiction short list. PICTURE GERALD MOSCARDA

CURRENT AFFAIRS
The Misogyny
Factor
Anne Summers
NewSouth, $20
REVIEW HELEN CROMPTON

More than a
gender battle 

S H E L F  L I F E

FANTASY
Promise of Blood
Brian McClellan
Orbit, $30
REVIEW IAN NICHOLS

University of Manchester academics Nicholas J. Higham and
Martin J. Ryan reveal the richly textured tapestry woven between
the last days of the Roman Empire and the Norman conquest of
England. Drawing on a rich array of sources and disciplines such as
historical genetics, paleobotany and numismatics, the authors use
primary material, illustrations, maps, photographs and genealogies
to bring alive a part of history which “witnessed the birth of the
English people, the establishment of Christianity and the
development of the English language”. Superb.

HISTORY
The Anglo-Saxon World
Nicholas J. Higham & Martin J. Ryan
Yale University Press, $54.95
REVIEW WILLIAM YEOMAN

On the night Alex is kidnapped, she can have no idea who her
assailant is, the reason for his mute rage or the horrors ahead of
her in the medieval cage in which she is suspended, freezing,
starved and naked, three metres above the floor of a deserted
warehouse. This is the first translation from the original French of
the popular work of Pierre Lemaitre. The Parisian flavour of the
unusual plot is enhanced by the speed of its telling and the
piecing together of the crime puzzle as told from the different,
deftly defined and often humorous characters.

THRILLER
Alex
Pierre Lemaitre
MacLehose Press, $30
REVIEW HELEN CROMPTON

“We may look to an answer to these questions, but the shadows
are lengthening and the end of this book beckons.” This intriguing
sentence comes near the end of Duncan F. Kennedy’s wide-
ranging and thought-provoking exploration of temporality in
ancient and modern literature. From Homer, Plato, Virgil and
Augustine to Orwell, Heidegger, Borges and John Fowles,
Kennedy shows how “human beings have uniformly striven to
understand the unfolding of history and their relationship to it”.
Kennedy may be a classicist by trade; but his arguments are as
lyrical and open-ended as his prose is accessible and entertaining. 

LITERATURE/PHILOSOPHY
Antiquity and the Meanings of Time
A Philosophy of Ancient and Modern Literature
Duncan F. Kennedy
I. B. Taurus, $39
REVIEW WILLIAM YEOMAN

When a young girl goes missing and the body of a second girl is
found, the residents of the Bay of Fires on the Tasmanian coast
are gripped by panic and fear that a serial killer may be on the
loose. They turn upon each other with accusations born of
longstanding resentments. Journalist Hall Flynn arrives to find
sensationalist speculation and prejudice rife. Local loner and easy
target Roger is victimised as a potential suspect. Hall is drawn to
fishing enthusiast Sarah, who suffers alcoholic blackouts and has
returned home to nurse her wounds from a disastrous
relationship. Together, Hall and Sarah seek answers in this
tension-filled portrayal of a small community falling apart.

FICTION
Bay of Fires
Poppy Gee
Headline $30
REVIEW ELAINE FRY

VOTE ONLINE
Vote for your favourite fiction book out of those shortlisted for the
Western Australian Premier’s Book Awards in the People’s Choice
Award presented by The West Australian. Everyone who votes will go
into a random draw to win an invitation for two to attend the Western
Australian Premier’s Book Awards presentation ceremony on 16
September 2013. The prize will also include a copy of the winning book
from all of the Premier’s Book Awards categories signed by the author.
Voting closes at, 10am Friday, August 30, 2013. To vote and to read a
synopsis of each book, as well as for terms and conditions, visit
thewest.com.au.

The Voyage by Murray Bail (Text Publishing): A piano maker from
Sydney travels to Vienna to present his finest creation but a chance
meeting with a woman changes everything. Profoundly moving.
The Conversation by David Brooks (UQP): Two strangers meet in a
restaurant in Trieste where they exchange stories that cover everything
from food to philosophy. Witty and stylish. 
Questions of Travel by Michelle de Kretser (Allen & Unwin): A publisher
of travel guides from Sydney and a refugee from volatile Sri Lanka show
two very different sides of the same coin: travel. Epic and engrossing. 
The Meaning of Grace by Deborah Forster (Random House): Three
siblings try to find meaning amid the turmoil of ordinary existence as
they grow older and have to confront their mother’s terminal illness.
Both sad and funny.
The Mountain by Drusilla Modjeska (Random House): In 1968, filmmaker
Leonard and his Dutch wife Rika arrive in Papua New Guinea just before
its independence and are caught up in a clash of cultures. A complex tale
of love and loss. 
Mateship with Birds by Carrie Tiffany (Pan Macmillan Australia): As a
lonely farmer watches a family of kookaburras, he is unaware his
neighbour, a single mother, is watching him. But when her son is
befriended by the farmer, perilous boundaries are crossed. Deceptively
simple and provocative.

“But this is the age where kids are
in the most danger,” she explains.
“This is the age where perpetrators
are grooming our little ones, when
they are tiny and don’t know it’s
wrong and don’t have a voice.

“I want to make it really difficult for
these perpetrators. I just want to skill
up kids so they know that
inappropriate touch is wrong and
that they should tell someone about
it straight away.”

Some Secrets Should Never Be
Kept ($24.95), somesecrets.info.

with young children we don’t show
them graphic images of road
trauma. It’s a similar situation with
sexual abuse prevention education.
We never talk about the act of the
abuse but rather about the child’s
rights in regards to their bodies.”

Through her mission to have
young children aware of their rights,
Sanders has heard horrific stories of
abuse as well as being asked to
leave a kindergarten for wanting to
read the book.

embraced the story and its very
important message. It’s a reaction
the author is familiar with.

“Believe it or not the biggest
problem I have is with parents,”
Sanders says. “They almost seem
fearful of reading this story to their
children. But it’s this fear that is
putting their child at risk. The book’s
message will go a long way in
helping to protect their children if
they are touched inappropriately.

“When we discuss road safety

Votnar, who offers to look after Sir
Alfred while his mother cleans.

For a while, both Lord Henry and
the little knight are “like two peas in
a pod” playing tag and tickle games.
Soon, “the tickling wasn’t fun
anymore”.

When I took the book to a local
Christian school the reaction was
mixed. Some teachers were
adamant such a book would not
find its way into their classroom or
into their home, while others

my job as illustrator as interpreting
the predatory relationship and to
picture it through the eyes of the
young child,” he says.

The story begins “in a land not so
far away” with a brave little knight
called Sir Alfred. Due to a sad
divorce, Sir Alfred and his mother
Lady Susan had fallen on hard times
and had moved to a tiny cottage. To
make ends meet Lady Susan
resorted to cleaning the castle of
the “rich and famous” Lord Henry

agenda,” Sanders says. “So I went
home one night and decided to do
something about it.”

Sanders wrote a picture book
suitable for reading to children aged
three to 11.

The book, Some Secrets Should
Never Be Kept, is written by Sanders
and illustrated by Craig Smith. More
at home with humorous storylines,
Smith says the issues faced in the
book made him feel uneasy.

“The text is unflinching but I saw

It’s a fairytale without a fairytale
ending. But to girls and boys
who are in danger of being

sexually abused this year in
Australia, this fairytale just may
prevent a lifetime of trauma.

Mother, teacher and author
Jayneen Sanders had spent many
years on her local school council
demanding to know what they were
doing about protective behaviours
for their students.

“I would ask this question at each
school committee meeting and the
item would be put at the end of thePROTECTIVE Jayneen Sanders. 

HEATHER ZUBEK Illustrated fairytale addresses child sexual abuse

Another first book in a series. This is a slight departure from the
formula, however, because there are guns, and most of the action
takes place after the bloody war for power. A coup has brought
Tamas to the throne of Adopest, but the aristocracy is somewhat
depleted, mostly because he sent them to the guillotine. He has to
rely on a few mages, including his estranged son, Taniel, and a
retired police inspector. Because he has another problem: the
gods may be returning. A very promising start to a series, not set
in the conventional fantasy universe.

THE FINALISTS
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